
INTRODUCTION

In 1997, we produced a “Condensed History of the Club’.  In bringing our 
“Potted History” up to date, I have again browsed through the Minutes of the 
Club, from 1911 -1997, and added to, and amended some entries from the 
previous edition. 

It was again a most pleasant task, going through almost a century of our past; 
and, I trust Members will have as much enjoyment out of reading this account 
as I have in researching it. 

Again thanks to John Owen for his assistance, and thanks to Alan Bolding for 
recording the most recent past (1998 -2011). Special thanks to Glenda Milligan 
for all her great work in typing, re-typing and editing this most recent attempt 
to bring our history to you. 

This work, of course, is again dedicated to our founding fathers - for their 
foresight in establishing a Club, which today still maintains the atmosphere in 
which Members enjoy good company in pleasant surroundings and also to the 
excellent staff, who continue to ensure that Members are well catered for. 

Vin Tuddenham  December 2010



PRESIDENTS

 1. Dr. L.O. Sleeman  1911 - 1919  *
 2. P.H.G.S.P Conant  1920 - 1921  *
 3. W.G. Falloon   1922 - 1930  *
 4. A.J. Frongerud   1931  *
 5. J. McLeish   1932 - 1944  *
 6. Dr L.O. Sleeman (2nd Term) 1945 - 1947  *
 7. H.T. Johnstone  1948 - 1953  *
 8. J. Byrne   1954 - 1958  *
 9. W. Miles   1959 - 1963  *
10. J.D.L. Drew   1964 - 1973  *
11. J. Hedley   1974 - 1979
12. F. Hill    1980 - 1983  *
13. W.C. Robertson  1984 - 1992
14. D. Kent   1993 - 1997
15. J. Owen   1998 - 2004
16. B. Welford   2005 - 2006
17. J. Owen (2nd Term)  2007 - 2010
18. A. Bolding   2010 - 

MANAGERS

 1. Gus Dal Lago   1975 - 1991  
 2. Ray Potter   1991 - 1999  
 3. Julian Murray   1999 - 2009  
 4. Steve Curtis   2009 -  



LIFE MEMBERS

 1. P.H.G.S.P. Conant  1921   *
 2. J.R. McKee   1928   *
 3. J.H. Fields   1929   *
 4. W.G. Falloon   1930   *
 5. L.S. Taylor   1932   *
 6. R.A. O’Halloran  1934   *
 7. W.E. Brunt   1937   *
 8. G. Clark   1938   *
 9. J. McLiesh   1941   *
10. E.R. Field   1942   *
11. A.W. Griffiths   1942   *
12. Dr. L.O. Sleeman  1943   *
13. A. Noakes   1952   *
14. S. Abrahams   1952   *
15. H.T. Johnstone  1954   *
16. V.T. Martin   1955   *
17. J. Byrne   1959   *
18. W. Miles   1964   *
19. C. Evans   1965   *
20. J.M. Robertson  1968   *
21. J.D.L. Drew   1972   *
22. C. Dell    1976   *
23. C.T. McCracken  1979   *
24. J. Hedley   1989
25. I. Forster   1993
26. W.C. Robertson  1994
27. V. Tuddenham  1999
28. M. Oehms   2001
29.  J. Owen   2004

* Deceased



THE WONTHAGGI CLUB

The first recorded meeting of the Wonthaggi Club was held at Allen’s Hostel 
(a boarding house run by Mrs. Jessie Allen - the Powlett Hotel was later built 
on this site and later replaced by what is now known as the Powlett Arcade) on 
February 13, 1911. Several unofficial meetings must have been held before this 
as the “Rules of the Club” were approved and adopted at this one.

There were twenty members present:

Messrs. Hay, Maxfield, Allen, Falloon, Robertson, McKenzie, Campbell, Brittain, 
Bloustein, Murray, MacMoodie, Rawson, Elsom, Cleary, Heyward, Hopwood, 
McPherson, Sleeman, Andrews and Richmond.

Dr. L.O. Sleeman was elected to the position of president, M. Heyward as vice - 
president and M.G. Maxfield as honorary secretary/treasurer.

The committee of six were: R.V. McPherson, C. Campbell, W.J. Hamilton, J. 
Richmond, D.L. McKenzie and F. Falloon. 

On February 17, 1911 the first Committee Meeting was held at Dr. Sleeman’s 
and cards to be printed and supplied to Honorary members (signed by Secretary 
or Committee).

 M. Bloustein offered lease of Murray Street premises at 30/- per week with 
option of purchase @ £150.

Other meetings were held at Dr. Sleeman’s, Allen’s Hostel and Colonial Bank 
during February and March, 1911.    

On April 6, 1911 the first reference of meeting at Club rooms. 

It was recommended to purchase Mr. Heyward’s premises £225 on February 
20, 1911.   Forms to be arranged. 

On February 24, 1911 the premises to be taken (presumably Mr. Heyward’s) at 
monthly tenancy rent £2-10-0 per week with option of six months occupancy. 
Mr. Akehurst asked to prepare lease. (It would appear that the club rooms 
referred to were leased from Mr. Heyward). 

Messrs. Akehurst and Campbell authorised to close with Mr. Warren’s offer of 
3 years lease with right to purchase rental £3 per week.  This event occurred 
on July 29, 1912.

 On August 28, 1912 a clause to be inserted in contract “That if the Club during 
the first year’s tenancy that the walls between the front shops and the Club 
portion of the building were unsatisfactory that the Landlord should have 
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same replaced by brick walls at his own expense. 

At a meeting held on September 9, 1912 the Secretary was instructed to give 
present landlord notice that Club should vacate his premises on October 14.

During September, October and November, 1912 the following events 
occurred.  

A lease between Mr. Warren drawn up by Mr. Akehurst.   

Mr. Warren was asked why he would not sign lease.  Replied “he was not satisfied 
with certain clauses within”.  He later signed and left room. 

Mr. Campbell said he didn’t like the way the signature was obtained as it 
savored very much of duress (motion that Club now decline Mr. Warren’s offer 
was carried). 

Offer from Mr. Riley of building known as Rifleman’s Club £1000 / £100 down 
paid over 7 years.  Club decided price too high.  Mr. Riley wouldn’t change 
price.  Further motion. “Interview Mr. Craig, see if he was prepared to build 
premises for Club, and that present premises be extended until matter was 
settled. 

Approved plans subject to terms of tenancy from Mr. Craig. 

 (Mr. Craig) Rental £3 per week for 5 years. 

During September, 1913 the Trustees signed Deed of Trust to purchase 
building.  Also first mention of front shops belong to Club, Miss Taylor to pay 
rent to Club in future.  (Also mention of alterations and additions to premises).  
Sub Committee to be formed to go into matter.

M. Cramage replaced M. Hamilton July 14, 1911. (M. Hamilton was expelled 
from the Club on December 18, 1911 under Rule 5 that related to debts of 
honour).

Mr. J. Bryan appointed Secretary in July, 1914 @ £20 per annum.  Mr. Maxfield’s 
honorarium increased from £5 to £10.

In August, 1914 an application was forwarded to convert Club from leasehold 
to freehold.  Disagreement with Mr. Frongerud regarding uncompleted 
renovations.

Secretary asked for increase in February, 1915 as duties far too much for £20 
per annum.  Committee offered £30.  He said minimum £40 maximum £50 
would be more appropriate.

During June, 1915 it was decided that beef tea be made by Steward if time 



permits, otherwise Bovril to be served.

Owing to the present financial position of Clubs, steps be taken to procure a  
loan £300 @ 5%.  This was recorded from the meeting held on July 26, 1915.

During August, 1915 it was proposed £300 be raised by £1 debentures.  Town 
Members asked to take at least 4 and Country Members 2.  Failing this Club 
be wound up.  (Interest rate debenture 8%)  Redeemable within a period of 10 
years.

At a Special General Meeting held on November 11, 1915 the balance sheet for 
8 months of present financial year shows loss £145.  Motion to negotiate loan 
of £300 (apparently Debentures had not worked).

A meeting was held in Melbourne during July, 1916 of Associated Clubs of 
Melbourne, attended by Mr. Brunt (Club Solicitor).  Conference decided to 
establish an Associated Clubs’ Society to generally guard their interests in 
connection with approaching legislation.  The Association of Registered Clubs 
throughout Victoria was many thousands and their influence should carry 
great weight.  There was a danger of the interests of Clubs being confounded 
with those of the Liquor Trade and one of the chief objects of the Association 
was to remove that impression.

(Same meeting minutes were signed as correct by “Pelling H. G. P. S. Conant 
(as Vice President).  (He was elected Vice President at Special General Meeting 
on 25.07.1916).  At this meeting £5 levy put on Members, motion that in the 
event of Club at any time becoming financial, the levy contributed by Members 
be repaid to them by the Club.

An inventory of Club property taken during May, 1917 showed that a pair of 
steps, a kerosene stove and three crib boards were missing.  Steward instructed 
to put cloth on card table.  Department of Lands & Survey.  Application to 
purchase freehold of Club £55-2-5.

A motion was passed on November 6, 1918 that the Committee disapprove of 
any Member bringing in any German to the Club.

It was noted in the minutes from May 21, 1919 that a Bell  be extended to front 
door.  Steward to attend to rings.

At the meeting held on July 2, 1919 the following was recorded “That Mr. 
Conant’s request to be allowed to place on a permanent memorial (which he 
intended to purchase with the donation received for services rendered for years 
1917-1918)  the words “Presented by the Members of The Wonthaggi Club to 
P.H.G.S.P. Conant for Services Rendered 1917-1918”.



Members to be circularized to effect that month of June, 1926 marks a pleasure 
drive;  Members are invited to interest themselves in the Club Ball and Russian 
Pool and Crib tournament.  These minutes were an extract from a meeting 
held on May 20, 1926.

Dr. Sleeman served as president from 1911 to 1919 and again from 1945 to 
1947.

At the A.G.M. held on Friday August 4, 1961 it was announced that Dr. L. O. 
Sleeman, first member to reach 50 years unbroken Membership.  Night in near 
future to recognise this honourable achievement.

The longest serving president was Mr. J. McLeish who held this office from 
1932 to 1944. The shortest term (one year) was served by Mr. A.J. Frongerud 
in 1931.

On October 29, 1911, Mr. Heyward resigned as vice president and was replaced 
by W. Lyn.

The minutes do not reveal the location of the original club premises. 

Several mentions of sites being offered by various members of the club are 
recorded and, in June 1913, it was decided to accept the offer of Mr. Craig’s 
bedrock price of £300. (£100 down, the balance over two years at 6% interest) 
The deed of trust was signed in September 1913 with Dr. Sleeman, C. Crawford 
and T.S. Reilly as trustees. Freehold was applied for in January 1914.

The first Club Ball was held on August 23, 1912 - an event conducted for 
several years at the Wonthaggi Town Hall. Apparently it was the custom to 
have a “celebrity” guest artist towards the later years. The last recorded “guest” 
was Mr. Bill McCormack, who was engaged for a fee of £50 in 1963. (He had 
appeared the year before this and Miss Dorothy Baker had attended a couple 
of times).

On the 8th April, 1928 a Special Committee Meeting was called to consider 
rebuilding premise.

Special General Meeting called for March 13, 1928 at which Bonds to be issued 
to Members.

During June, 1928 the Secretary reported the destruction of Andrews Buildings 
by fire and damage to the billiard table.  The I.O.A. paid most liberally, payment 
for Andrew’s building £200, billiard tables £58, repairs to windows etc £8-10-
0, sundries £4, liquor stolen £13, total £283-10-0.  The Fire Brigade effected 
a good save and Secretary was instructed to forward a letter of thanks, with a 
donation of £2-2-0 to Fire Brigade Funds.



A Special Committee Meeting was called on September 1, 1928 in consequence 
of fire this morning.  Secretary reported he obtained permission from I.O.A. 
to clear up and use the billiard room, library and card room, The firemen to 
remain in charge of bar and store.  (Shops intact, apart from smoke damage).

House Committee to arrange for temporary accommodation for Club during 
rebuilding.  On night of fire (Friday evening) Stewards left just before 1am.  
The last Members left at about 12.20 am including Messrs. Pianta, Norris and 
E. J. Nugent.  Head Steward stated, before leaving he mopped the bar and 
cleaned up, but did not do a general sweep-up, as charwoman came in early 
Saturday to scrub.  He heard that the fire started about 9.15 am.  Assistant 
Steward confirmed statement; he saw no sign of fire.

On September 3, 1928 a Special Committee Meeting was held.  Tenders for 
new building A. J. Frongerud £5,475, Matthews £5,800, Mann £6,007, Rogers 
£6,314.  Renting premises Atkinson’s House 64 Watt Street (where next 
meeting was held on 10.9.1928

The Committee decided on September 15, 1928 to rent a shop near corner 
McBride Avenue & Watt Street for Mr. Brunt (he rented shop from Club) and to 
arrange tenancy on best terms.  Demolition and sale of building.  Mr. J. Strong 
to dismantle and sell building at best advantage at usual rates of commission 
and Club to pay £1-1-0 per day to Mr. Strong during demolition plus cost of any 
labour engaged by Mr. Strong.  Mr. Snell’s shop to be left, contractor to cover 
and protect during rebuilding.

On October 9, 1928 the Secretary reported I.O.A. would pay £784 for damage 
to building and sale of salvage after paying expenses netted £80.

A Special General Meeting was held on March 21, 1929 to recommend that 
Club be registered under the Companies Act (Incorporated 22.4.1929).

(Have noted Secretary’s writing is much clearer when meetings start at 6pm or 
7, but those beginning after 8.30 are harder to decipher).

Note in minutes: - We removed to the rear portion of the new building on 11th 
inst. And though the front part is not quite finished we got possession today.  
Snell moved into his new shop on March 7, Knight moved into his shop 11th 
inst.  C. Ellis started work on 8th inst., Norman Cameron started as temporary 
Steward on 5th inst. @ £15 per week.  Resolved to have official opening on the 
afternoon 27th inst.

“After a fire at the Wonthaggi Club, in McBride Ave., firemen strongly resented 
a Club official’s remarks that reflected on their honesty. A senior board member 
came from Melbourne to investigate the matter, which resulted in a prompt 



letter of apology. Some time later there was another fire in the same Club.  We 
had it under control when the official who accused us previously entered and 
ordered us out.  He was promptly put in his place and a policeman threatened 
to arrest him, but just at that moment a hose became too difficult for one man 
to handle and the full pressure caught the official in the chest and washed him 
along the passage towards the front door, where another official was entering. 
He also copped a ducking. The brigade’s explanation was that there had been 
two lines of hose and when one was shut off the extra pressure was too much 
for one man. Needless to say, there were no complaints.”

 Laurie Notley, Wonthaggi Fire Brigade 75 years of Service, 1985

A report was submitted to the A.G.M on August 2, 1932 stating “In spite of 
serious depression both worldwide and local, Club has carried on harmoniously 
but on a reduced scale”.

At a meeting held on August 18, 1932 Mr. Brunt congratulated President Mr. T. 
McLeish on appointment as General Manager S.C.M.

Mr. L. S. Taylor (an old Member and Officer of Club) elected Life Member.

The Secretary to write to Father Hartnett, asking him NOT to bring dogs into 
Club.  This was an extract from a meeting held on May 20, 1935.

Report submitted on March 15, 1937 states that the February meeting lapsed 
owing to explosion in 20 shafts on February 15.  5 Members were killed those 
being:

A. Beveredge, F. Baxter, R. C. Jones, G. Perry, W. Ridley.  

At the Annual Meeting held on August 4, 1953 the President apologised for 
absence of Mr. Notley Moore, who had met with an unfortunate and painful 
injury and was confined to bed.  (He was bitten in a most unfortunate place, by 
a pig, whilst shooting in NSW.)  

Mr. H. G. Johnstone elected Life Member (17 years Committee, 14 years 
President).

Miss Carole Beck won a bicycle raffle in April, 1955 however preferred the 
money as a cycle was of no use where she lived.  £20 given instead.

C.U.B. advising as from 2.5.1955, cartage to rail and back freight will be charged 
to Club.  Recent appeals:- Hospital and Royal Children’s Hospital each received 
£220-6-6 and flood relief £78-12-6.  Minute of appreciation for splendid work 
performed by Bert Trewin and daughter, Kingy Watson and Mrs. Watson, Mr.  



and Mrs. G. Garry and the Deputies Union.

At the A.G.M. held on August 2, 1955 it was reported that the inclusion of 
Temporary Town Members had resulted in the Bar revenue increasing to such 
an extent that the Committee had been able to carry out such improvements 
in the Club that Members, especially on such an occasion as the A.G.M. would 
appreciate.

Mr. Ern Featherston elected to Committee.

During a meeting held on April 22, 1974 a decision was made to acquire a top 
for the pool table.  Mr. J. Hedley removed the suggestions from the Suggestion 
Box, without using the key, to the amusement of other Committee members, 
when order was restored, the suggestion comprised:-  0.04cents, and a request 
for a list of affiliated Clubs.  

The first steward, Mr. F. Watkins, was appointed on April 3, 1911 with 
a remuneration of £2-10-0 and lodging. It appears that, in the early years, 
stewards slept on the premises and bedding was provided in a room at the 
Club. It is not recorded when this practice ceased. However, in September 
1916, two stewards who had left the Club (Messrs. W. Hall and P. Towns were 
written to and asked what had happened to the bedding used by them and D. 
Davies (the current steward) was asked to state what became of the bedding 
belonging to the Club at the time the late steward Waters died.

During August, 1929 over 80 applications for position of Head Steward were 
received.

The following events occurred during September, 1929.  Mr. Peers appointed 
Head Steward from 8 final applicants.

Mr. Peer’s credentials were queried and he apparently gave false statements 
of his qualifications.  Mr. Robinson (2nd choice) asked to take up duties (also 
reported fire in Club previous night 8.9.1929.  (Fire started in adjoining 
building).

President Mr. G. Falloon was asked to resign as Committee had lost confidence 
in him.  Committee resigned.

There appears to be no continuity of service by stewards until December 1920 
when Mr. A. Noakes was appointed under-steward. He resigned as head steward 
in January 1925. He was again appointed as head steward in April 1933 and 
resigned in September, 1951.  From that time on there is little recorded of 
stewards who served the Club for any length of time until the appointment of 



Mr. W. Dempsey as assistant steward in January 1941 and as head steward in 
1951.

It is known that Bill served for many years as head steward and his son, Les, 
was also employed for a very long time, first as a steward and in later years as 
head steward. It is recorded that in November 1970, the head steward received 
$49.30 per week and the two other stewards were paid $44.30 per week.  At the 
same time records show also that Mr. K. Cuman was appointed temporary full-
time steward in lieu of L. Dempsey (on Long service leave) with the possibility 
of permanent employment.  Mr. Bert Bone was then acting head steward. 

Les Dempsey resumed duties on return from leave on May 6, 1971. From there 
on, there were three full time stewards and no part time employees.

In November 1971, Les Dempsey relinquished the position of head steward and 
Bert Bone was appointed to this position.

A special meeting of committee in July 1973 appointed Mr. Ken Cuman as 
secretary/manager with a salary of $5475 per annum. Other applicants were C. 
W. Bailey and A. Keltie.

Mr. Gus Dal Lago was appointed head steward in July 1974 and in September 
1975 was made secretary/manager with a salary of $167.60 per week with a 
bonus of $5.00. Gus held this position until his retirement in November 1991 
when Mr. Ray Potter was appointed to replace him.


A safe and a revolver were purchased by the Club in 1912. The only other 
mention of the revolver was on August 28, 1916 when Mr. J. Bryan was asked 
to return a revolver and box of cartridges, the property of the Club, or its value 
£3-15-0, within seven days. He replied on September 7 that he never handled 
cartridges belonging to the Club - he did secure a loan of the revolver in 
connection with the Charity Carnival. A motion was passed that he return the 
revolver within seven days or proceedings would take place for its recovery. As 
nothing more is recorded on this subject, it is assumed that it was returned.

An office safe was ordered at a cost of £11-10-0 in December 1921. Ashtrays and 
spittoons were ordered in January 1922. 

A wireless set was to be obtained from Noyes Brothers in July 1926 and installed 
prior to July 10 for members to listen to races.

The Club purchased the adjoining building from Mr. Andrews on November 
12, 1926. The freehold price was £150. At this time the building’s title was 
leasehold and the Club applied for the transfer of title as freehold.



On June 16, 1927 the Club decided to make the two allotments freehold and on 
August 18, 1927 Mr. Brunt (the Club’s solicitor) reported that he had sent the 
titles to the Lands Department with a request that freehold deeds be issued.

The Deed of Trust was signed by the trustees on October 20, 1927 and filed by 
the secretary and in June 1929, Mr. Brunt was to take steps to transfer the Club 
freehold land into the name of the Club from the trustees.


It appears that since the Club first operated not all members behaved themselves 
in a gentlemanly fashion. 

We have the instance of Mr. W. J. Hamilton being expelled from the Club as 
early as December 1911 for a “debt of Honour” and in September 1917, Messrs. 
Gannon, O’Brien, Frongerud and McCauley were reported for disorderly 
conduct. Mr. Gannon admitted guilt and resigned from committee and the 
Club. The others denied guilt but O’Brien and Frongerud were asked to resign 
from committee or face expulsion. Mr. McCauley was severely reprimanded.

A nomination paper was torn down in April 1918 and another had “filthy 
words” written on it.

“Riotous behaviour” saw Mr. P. McCauley expelled from the Club on April 13, 
1920.

On June 18, 1931 Mr. Frongerud (president) was suspended following a 
complaint from a member (T. Wellings). He appeared at the committee meeting 
that night and tried to take the chair. The committee members protested and 
left the room. A special meeting was held two days later and a motion that 
Mr. Frongerud be reinstalled was carried. A further meeting was held the next 
day at which Mr. Frongerud apologised, he was then reinstated. He ran for 
committee in August of that year but was unsuccessful.

There was a letter to committee from the head steward in January 1932 
regarding Mr. Frongerud’s conduct as well as two letters from members 
regarding the same matter.   

Mr. Frongerud also wrote a letter, resigning from the Club. The committee 
informed him that he must attend a meeting on February 4 and that his 
application to resign would be held in abeyance until then.

His application was accepted at this meeting.

In March 1957, Mr. E. Easton was reported for S.P. betting.



Disciplinary action has been taken against members in later years. 

However, as these particular gentleman still frequent the Club, it is perhaps 
more discreet NOT to continue with this aspect of Club history!

On Saturday January 16, 1993 the Club received a visit from local Licensing 
Inspector.  After his inspection, he asked the Steward (Mr. Don Cowell) if he 
could look over the new function room.  It was during a discussion with the 
Steward, a Member of Committee requested him to remove his hat.  This 
request was repeated – the Inspector obliged.  Having looked over the new 
room, the Inspector and his colleague were, in the opinion of the Steward 
about to leave, when they were confronted by another Member of Committee 
and a brief discussion took place.  The Inspector then went to Wonthaggi Police 
Station where he expressed dissatisfaction about a couple of things within the 
Club and requested Sergeant In Charge to send a van to the Club within half 
an hour and if there were any intoxicated persons on the premises, that they be 
removed.  The Sergeant notified the Steward that this was about to happen and  
requested Steward to notify any such persons and ask them to leave, which he 
did.

Steward reported that no police attended at any time for the remainder of the 
night.  Steward notified Secretary/Manager of the incident and he contacted the 
Sergeant In Charge to try and ascertain the grievances of the Inspector.  After 
discussing matter with Sergeant and being unable to speak with Inspector, the 
Sergeant informed Secretary/Manager that he had been instructed by Inspector 
to carry out periodical checks on the Club over a period of time and submit 
reports directly with Inspector.

Secretary/Manager explained to Sergeant the Management’s and Committee’s 
view in respect to the conduct of its Members and its view in relation to 
the running of the Club and its rules.  This was accepted by Sergeant and 
conversation ceased.  Secretary/Manager over next two days attempted to 
contact Inspector direct to ascertain the grievance he may have.  Unsuccessful 
– he was on leave.  President then informed Committee of his disappointment 
in respect of the actions and behaviour of the Committee men concerned in 
the incident and reiterated and stressed the Club’s attitude toward this sort 
of behaviour.  President and Secretary/Manager would attempt to arrange 
meeting with Inspector at a time suitable to both parties to discuss matter.  
There was more – 1 Committee man suspended by President (W. Robertson) 
for 1 month & another for 3 days.





The Wonthaggi Club,
McBride Avenue,

Wonthaggi
7 . 1 . 32

To,
  The President 
    And Members of  Committee
      The Wonthaggi Club

     Dear Sirs!

         I am very sorry to have to report to you the conduct of one of 
the Members Mr. A. J. Frongerud. 

He was most insulting towards me using low and disgusting language. 
He said that I was a Bloody Thief and a Bloody Robber.  He also 
kept repeating the same words. He said that I have Robbed him more 
than once by failing to give him his change and then asked The Members 
in The Club to get me out of the Town and The Club  that I came to 
Wonthaggi to put my Bloody Bull Shit over the  People of Wonthaggi 
and  The Members of  The Club but you Bloody Shit you can not put 
your Bull Shit over

A. J. Frongerud.  He also  said that because I lost a Leg I go around 
imposing on it.  He said again Gentlemen get this Bloody Robber out of 
your Club.  He is only a Shit and a Bloody Thief.

  Mr President and Gentlemen I would like you 
Gentlemen to investigate this report as soon as possible.
     I am
        Yours faithfully
          O. Robertson  
      Steward




Since the Club’s inception, several members who have rendered outstanding 
service to the Club have been elected to Life Membership.

The first of these was Mr. P.H.G.S.P. Conant, elected in 1921. He served as our 
second president during 1921 and 1922 and for several years was the Club’s 
honorary solicitor. Of the twenty-nine members elected to this category, all 
but six are deceased. These “living legends” are John Hedley, Ian Forster, Bill 
Robertson, Vin Tuddenham, Murray Oehms and John Owen.

John served for many years on committee and was president from 1974 to 1979 
and 2007 to 2010. Ian was our treasurer for approximately thirteen years and 
Bill also served on committee for a long period and was president from 1984 
to 1992, Vin served on the committee from 1982 to 2008, Murray, the current 
treasurer, from 1993.


On September 5, 1918 Captain Bruce MHR was invited to unveil the Roll of 
Honour board after his arrival by train. Captain Bruce later became Prime 
Minister and was knighted becoming Earl Stanley Bruce. It is recorded that he 
would be unable to attend the annual Club Ball in October 1925 but he hoped 
to meet the members the following week.

Other distinguished guests in the early days included the Lieutenant Governor 
of Victoria, Sir William Irvine  in 1934.


In July 1924 a scholarship of £5 was offered to a student from South Dudley 
Primary School No 3840 to enable that student to attend Wonthaggi Technical 
School in 1925. The candidate who obtained the greatest number of marks at 
Merit Certificate in 1924 was the winner and this was James Spargo. A medal 
was presented to him in February 1925. The scholarship was also awarded to 
him in 1926.

Only one other mention of this award was in 1929 when Harold A. Major of 
North Wonthaggi Primary School was the recipient.




In March, 1911 the Club was granted the first licence to retail liquor in 
Wonthaggi.  Since that time the price of drinks has certainly increased.

In March 1914, draught beer cost 3d (2¢) for medium drinks and 6d (5¢) for 
long and other drinks. The takings were then a little over £20 ($40) per week 
and steadily rising.  Club purchases were between £50 ($100) and £60 ($120) 
per month.

The head steward was informed in 1915 that the committee expected him to 
show a profit of 60% on the sale of liquor.

A bottle of beer in 1921 sold for 1/3d (12¢).

In September 1942, because of the beer and spirit shortage, it was decided that 
the maximum size of glasses would be 8oz and that the Club would be open to 
members and honorary members only.  By January 1943 it was decided that no 
more bottle of spirits were to be sold (this included whisky, brandy and gin).

There were many appeals from the committee to the brewery and the Collector 
of Customs during the war years asking for more beer and spirits for the Club. 
Rationing was very strict.

At the Annual Meeting in 1943 when 120 members were present, the president 
spoke regarding the scarcity of beer and spirits and that, for this reason, they 
had been unable to arrange the usual social evenings. He knew that  they could 
not get up a conversation on cocoa and neither did its consumption make for 
putting members in good singing form.

By December 1943 the liquor quota was 386 gallons consisting of twenty 18 
gallon kegs, eight dozen bottles of beer and six dozen bottles of stout.

In January 1944 it was decided that the Club would be closed at 9pm from 
Monday to  Thursday to conserve liquor.

Beer prices in October 1951 were, for a 4oz  glass - 5d ; a 5oz  glass - 6d ; a 7oz 
glass - 9d and a pot (10oz) - 1/-. 

A bottle of beer retailed for 2/- in July 1952 and by 1955 a firkin of beer was 
£6.

In March 1956, beer prices were for a 4oz  glass - 7d ; a 5oz  glass - 7d ; a 7oz 
glass - 11d and a pot (10oz) - 1/2d.  Bottled beer was 3/4d  and a firkin cost £7-
10-0 while the price of a kilderkin was £15-0-0.

There were complaints regarding the quality of the draught beer in February 



1963. Some members requested that they be served canned beer.  Apparently 
other establishments in town had the same problem.

Diet ale, in April 1964, was offered for sale at 4/- per bottle and served with a 
glass and in April 1968 jugs of beer were sold for 90¢.

Courage Brewery sales representatives visited the Club in October 1968 
regarding sales of their products. This brewery had commenced operating 
earlier that year.

In October 1971, beer prices were for a 6oz  glass - 14¢ ; a 7oz glass - 16¢ and a 
Corio and water - 14¢. By May 1973, the prices were for a 5oz - 13¢; 6oz - 15¢; 
7oz - 17¢ and a 10oz - 22¢ , barrels cost $24.50 for 9 gallons and $45.00 for 18 
gallons and in 1980, one dozen bottles cost $10.80, a single bottle was 95¢ and 
a 5oz glass cost 31¢; 6oz - 36¢; 7oz - 41¢ and a 10oz - 56¢.


THE CALCUTTA

The first mention of a function concerning the Melbourne Cup was in 1944. It 
was the called “A Cup Eve Gathering”.

The minutes of October 18, 1948 record that the house committee was to 
investigate the running of a Calcutta Auction for the Melbourne Cup. There is 
no further specific mention of “Calcutta”.  It appears, however, that a very good 
social night was held in November.  There is mention in the December minutes 
of a vote of thanks to three members regarding the Calcutta Sweep.

In September 1949 the Calcutta was again mentioned and it was left to Mr. V. 
Martin, who conducted the first Calcutta, to organise again. 

The same occurred again in 1950. The minutes do not mention further 
Calcuttas until 1953 and 1954. 

Then there is mention of a Cup Eve held in 1955 with Dal Evans as M.C. and 
again in 1957.

There is no further record until 1962 when Harry Quanchi was M.C. and 1964 
with Ricky Pryor as M.C.  From there on the minutes show the compering 
duties were performed by Hugh Ward in 1966;  Ricky Pryor and Hugh Ward in 
1967 - 1968;  Ricky Pryor in 1971 - 1972 (and with Joff Ellen and Frank Rich 
to auction the horses);  Ray Benson was auctioneer in 1973 - 1974 (Jack Drew 



was M.C.);  Chas. McCracken assisted auctioneer Terry Tate in 1977.

One thousand tickets were to be sold in 1969 at 50¢ each. A marble barrel 
was purchased in 1971 (with an additional 200 marbles) for $59.00. In 1972 
a permit to sell 1300 tickets at 50¢ was applied for and this increased to 1500 
tickets in 1974. Further increases were 3000 tickets at 50¢ each in 1978, tickets 
sold at $1.00 in 1979 and by 1985 the price of tickets was $2.00.

The “Powlett Express” Easter 1934

 

  (Sitting left to right) G. Clark, W.E. Brunt, Vice-president: J. McLeish, 
President: R. A. O’Halloran,  Treasurer: A. G. Skinner   (Standing)  C. Evans, 
E. R. Field, Secretary: G. Falloon,  N. Jongebloed

The Wonthaggi Club
Was formed in 1911.  Dr. Sleeman was the first 
president;  Mr Heyward, vice-president;  Mr 
Maxwell, hon. secretary and treasurer; and other 
members of the first committee were Messrs 
McPherson, Campbell, Hamilton, Richmond, 
McKenzie and Falloon.  From the first the club was 
not neglectful of the virtue of hospitality and has 
had the pleasure of entertaining very distinguished 
visitors, including the present Lieutenant Governor, 
His Excellency, Sir William Irvine, and our High 
Commissioner, the Right Hon. S. M. Bruce, P.C., 
who is at present prominently before the public 
in connexion with the conversion of our loans.  
Visiting members of athletic clubs or sportsmen 
generally have always been welcomed by the club 
members.  Several balls were arranged by the Club 
and were generally held to be the outstanding 

social events of their years.  Tournaments have 
been arranged and some interesting contests at 
billiards and other games resulted.  Social evenings, 
when much talent was revealed amongst members, 
have been very enjoyable.  After renting the first 
temporary premises, al allotment was purchased 
and more permanent provision made.  Following 
a disastrous fire, the present very fine building was 
erected.  Dr. Sleeman held the office of president 
for many years;  Mr G. Falloon was president 
for a long term and at present Mr J. McLeish is 
president;  Mr W. E. Brunt, vice-president;  Mr 
R. A. O’Halloran, treasurer, and other members of 
the committee being Messrs. G. Clark, C. Evans, 
G. Falloon, A. W. Griffiths, N. Jongebloed, J. 
Marshall and A.G. Skinner; hon. Secretary, Edwin 
R. Field, who has held that office for 13 years.  
The Wonthaggi Club was granted the first license 
to retail liquor in Wonthaggi.



During Easter 1934, a “Back to Wonthaggi” was held and a souvenir edition 
of the Powlett Express was issued. The history of Wonthaggi to that time was 
featured and included was an item on the Wonthaggi Club. Here are a few 
quotes taken from that edition:

 “From the first, the Club was not neglectful of the virtue of hospitality 
and has had the pleasure of entertaining very distinguished visitors including 
the present Governor General, His Excellency, Sir William Irvine and our High 
Commissioner, The Right Honourable S. M. Bruce, P.C., who is currently before 
the public in connexion with the conversion of our loans.  Visiting members of 
athletic clubs or sportsmen generally have always been welcomed by the Club 
members. 

Several balls were arranged by the Club and were generally held to be the 
outstanding social events of their years.

Tournaments have been arranged and some interesting contests at billiards 
and other games resulted. Social evenings, when much talent was revealed 
amongst members, have been very enjoyable.”

On October 8, 1963 a Special General Meeting was called.

Motion.  That A.G.M. be held on 1st Tuesday in August of each year, instead of 
1st Friday, as at present.

Main reason.  Friday nights last 2 years.  Numbers of these 2 years were well 
below the 108 members on Tuesday 1958.  Secondly.  Business of Club could 
be better discussed in a more rational manner on a Tuesday night rather than 
a Friday night for obvious reasons.  Also a change of voting hours.  This would 
allow scrutineers to have final figures early enough to allow meeting to go 
on without interruption, the business of the Club sanely discussed and the 
meeting concluded at an early hour when the supper could be served, instead 
of have to wait until midnight as is the case with a Friday meeting.  

Motion was carried.

A letter was received from Borough Council on April 20, 1959 regarding 
meeting to discuss holding Wonthaggi Jubilee Celebrations.

On July 20, 1959 the Club donated £27-5-0 (25 Guineas) to Jubilee Celebrations.  
Club Ball profit of £1-1-9.  

Wonthaggi Jubilee November, 1959.  Club to sponsor entrant in Miss Wonthaggi 



1960.  Secretary to write to each member who had a daughter to enter quest.  

By January 18, 1960 £17 had been raised so far the Club’s Miss Wonthaggi 
entrant, Miss Dakers.

Further £20 Pounds be handed to Club’s entrant in Miss Wonthaggi and that 
the basket donated by Mrs. T. Ridley be disposed of at 1 Shilling per entry 
(raffle?) held at 8pm April 1, 1960.  

Letter of appreciation sent to Miss Jennifer Dakers on April 26, 1960 for her 
effort in representing Club.  Also letter of congratulations to Secretary Jubilee 
Celebrations for excellent effort in recent celebrations and successful manner 
in which the organiser carried out his duties.

BILLIARDS
In May 1911, one billiard table was purchased from Alcock & Co for £80-0-0 
(plus £3-10-0 package). The amount was paid in one third cash and the balance 
in twelve monthly payments plus 5%. The second billiard table was purchased 
sometime in 1912 or 1913. There are no specific details other than the cost 
was £90.

Fred Lindrum, in May 1914, played an exhibition match. Messrs. Bidstrup 
and Maxfield were to play 500 up and the winner to play Mr. Lindrum.  Mr. 
Lindrum’s fee was £5-5-0.  The committee agreed that a box be placed to 
receive contributions and that circulars be sent to Members.

The next mention of Mr. Lindrum was on September 6, 1922 when he played 
an exhibition match and his fee - 1½ hours for £5-5-0.

Walter Lindrum played an exhibition match in January 1944. He was world 
champion at the time.

Other sporting events have been held over the years, including a golf tournament 
in 1946 as well as a picnic/cricket match in 1947

Of course billiards, snooker, darts and pool have produced many champions 
over the years. Several shields for these events have been provided by the 
Club and the members.  Unfortunately, most of these shields seem to have 
disappeared - and several links from the past have been lost.

A Ladies’ Night was held on April 8, 1929 in the new Club rooms which had 
been rebuilt following a fire on September 1, 1928. Apparently a Ladies’ Room 
had been incorporated in the new premises.











These Ladies’ Nights were fairly frequent during the 20’s and 30’s and in 1937, 
extensions were made to the Ladies’ Cloak Room.  In January 1938, the room 
was furnished with four chairs and  a table with a mirror.  It was not to be open 
after 6pm.

“Ladies’ Night” did not receive further mention until February 1971 when a 
function to raise money for a “heart machine” for the Wonthaggi Hospital was 
held.  It was to be held in conjunction with the 60th anniversary of the Club.

A motion was passed on May 1, 1972 that the committee recommend to the 
Annual General Meeting that the present bank premises be converted to a 
mixed bar/ ladies lounge when the premises become vacant.

There is no record of this being done.  However the minutes of January 
1973 record that it was resolved that the former bank premises be not let at 
the present. (The Bank of New South Wales having vacated the premises in 
December 1972).  A feasibility study for a mixed lounge was to be conducted.

W.N.H. Fashions (Mr. Marone) leased the former bank premises in September 
1973 employing approximately 60 and using 20 quilting machines.  In October 
1974, Frank Pickersgill replaced W.N.H. Fashions and the premises became a 
fruit shop and continued as such for many years.

In later years it became “The Hub” bicycle shop until alterations to the Club 
were made in 1992.  After several alterations to the members’ bar and gaming 
room it finally became our function room.

A special General Meeting was held on March 9, 1982. There were a number of 
motions put: 

 Motion 1  That the committee continue with investigations and  
   planning  for extensions to the Club building   
     

 Motion 2 By-law 8 be rescinded at the completion of the Club  
   lounge

 Motion 3 Articles of Association (8) be amended to include  
   associates (ladies)

 Motion 4 Article 21(a) Associates be introduced and that it be 
   read “An associate member may be proposed by any 
   existing male member and, upon acceptance by the 
   committee, shall have NO voting rights within the 
   Club and may only use the Club lounge facilities.  
   All other rules of the Club must be adhered to by 



    the  associates.

 Motion 5 Annual subscriptions paid by associates shall be tied  
   to the amount charged to temporary town members  
   and Article 22 be enlarged to include this.

All motions were carried by the 68 effective members present.


 CLUB PICNIC

The first Club Picnic was held at Cowes in February 1950.  Four buses were 
engaged at £7-0-0 each, a boat from San Remo at £7-10-0, 2-gallons of ice 
cream at £1-5-0 and ale (one 18 and one 9 gallon barrel) at £10. The childrens’ 
prizes and sundries totalled £5.

Ray Kidd was to take over sufficient water and milk - 

extra cost possibly £1-10-0

The budget for the picnic was £55-0-0 and the actual cost was £66-15-0. 

In 1951 the cost was £118-14-3 and in 1952 - £136-2-5.


A wall from the secretary’s office to the billiard room was to be packed with 
sawdust in January 1927.  It would appear from later minutes to be the north 
wall.

On March 15, 1928 a motion from the general meeting notes that, having seen 
draft plans for the rebuilding of the Club, the committee was authorised to go 
ahead and rebuild.

In May 1942, members of the Club leaving Wonthaggi were presented with a 
bottle of whisky. This tradition was carried on until February 1969 when it was 
decided to discontinue the presentation due to the large floating population 
and the members leaving.

It was decided on February 19, 1945 to issue members tickets for the 
forthcoming year.  Club badges were provided in July 1954 - there were 400 
purchased for 4/3d plus tax each from Stokes & Son. 



Christmas raffles commenced in December 1952 with 6 bottles of ale and 6 
bottles of wine raffled at 1/- a ticket.

At a meeting held on Monday April 20, 1968 Mr. Sims reported on a complaint 
being received re the indecent language contained in a certain book on the 
library shelves.  Motion to remove book from library was carried.  “THE WARS 
OF PARDON” being the book.

A Christmas Hamper was introduced in 1968 (these were first mentioned in 
December 1952). This time the hampers would consist of goods to the value 
of $20 and tickets would cost 20¢ each. There were to be 100 tickets in each 
draw.

Badges were struck in lieu of cards in February 1969 but in June 1970, 350 
badges were to be obtained at 40¢ each, yearly renewal dates at 15¢ each. In 
November 1972 a further 50 badges were obtained with no mention of price. 
Badges became the official emblem in April 1976 but cards were still available 
if the members required them.

It was decided in June 1972 that cheese and a variety of biscuits would be 
provided every day.

On November 27, 1974, a badge lucky number draw commenced with the 
initial prize of £10 and a bottle of scotch.

The birthday pot was introduced in September 1979.

Wednesday night’s “bottle draw” started on November 20, 1985 with one dozen 
bottles to commence. The minimum prize was increased to 5 dozen  on May 
27, 1991.

The first Games Night was held on March 29, 1988 when 10 teams of 5 players 
competed.

ACQUISITIONS
During 1911, a counter was purchased for £2 on March 9,  a clock for 70/- on 
November 14. 

The following year, 1912 a safe and revolver (May) and a cash register for £20 
(December 12)

Other purchases:

January 1922  Ashtrays and spittoons

April 1922  “Penny in the Slot” machine £4



July 1926  Wireless set

October 1929  Electric wireless set

December 1930  Piano £15

March 1938  Set of darts and roosters

June 1945  Vacuum cleaner (found unsuitable for Club)

November 1945  Refrigeration plant purchased for £449-15-0. 

   Installed for £95 which included shelving in cool  
   room.

January 1948  Library, consisting of 400 books.  Estimated cost 
£150.

December 1948  Glass washing machine

February 1949  Display case for sweets, etc

February 1966  Glass chiller and bottle cabinet £385

June 1966  Oil heater installed $252.00

July 1970  Industrial vacuum cleaner (Electrolux) purchased for  
   $225. Mr. Hedley gave a demonstration.

October 1970  Kelly pool balls $50; a gong $10

October 1971  A pie warmer donated by Mr. W. Smith; a marble  
   barrel $59

June 1972  A cool room was to be obtained from 

   A. Hyslop

August 1973   Adding machine $139; typewriter $46

September 1979 New glass washing machine installed

May 2002    Tables & chairs & umbrellas to accompany marquee

November 2002   Club trailer $2,400

April 2003    Digital Camera $950

November 2005  Bluize POS system purchased & installed

April 2009    Club bus purchased

In October 1952  an ice chest was rented to the Golf Club at £1 per  
   annum. It was sold to them in December 1955 for £5.



The old glass washer was sold to the Wonthaggi Football Club for $50 in 
October 1973.

During the Annual Report presented at the A.G.M. on August 4, 1931, a piano 
was purchased for £15 and proved very useful for Social Evenings.  Thanks are 
due to the Captain of the Prawns and others who helped to make the evenings 
so successful.  (It was recorded the “We regret several unpleasant occurrences 
during the past year and trust there will be no reoccurrence, but harmony will 
prevail in the future”).

 The piano was offered for sale in January 1976. A Mrs. Clover was to have paid 
$55.  The records then show that it was then offered to Mr. Purton for $40 in 
February 1976.  The final motion states that it was offered as a donation to 
either the Band, Lions Club or Moonya.


When the Club began, town members lived within a three mile radius of 
Wonthaggi and country members resided beyond that distance.  It was not 
until August 1948 that the radius was extended to twenty-five miles (later 
altered to forty kilometers).

In January, 1954 the first list of Temporary Town Members was released.  

H. C. Berry, K. C. Batten, J. Batten, T. Brown, A. Beaton, M. Cameron, K. J. 
Cooney, L. W. Curtin, G. L. Dell, G. Dalkin, D. J. Daly, D. Fitzgerald., W. J. 
Garnham, G. N. Guyatt, J. W. Glover, R. Hitchings, P. Higgs, R. J. Johnson, J. K. 
Kent, J. McCabe, F. Martello, J. W. Milnes, M. Moresco, J. Pitts, T. Ramage, J. F. 
Sibly, C. Stagg, J. H. Watson, R. C. Wilson, C. P. Wilson, C. B. Wilson, A. Jacka, 
H. K Milkins.  (32 out of 52 nominations) 

J. McCabe’s name was removed, President informed meeting he had personally 
received objection to him, and explained nature of objection.  

Further motion that Temporary Town nominations close February 13, 1954.  26 
applicants – 10 elected  A. Hill, J. O’Dwyer, W. Stewart, B. Brawn, L. Gardiner, 
J. C. Guthrie, C. Osborne, E. Pellizzer, J. M. Connelly, N. Hanley.

New Members’ night was held on March 10, 1954 @ 9pm.



THE HUGH MORRISON GOLF SHIELD
The idea of running a Hugh Morrison Golf Shield came from the fevered mind 
of a committee member who, being a golfer of unbelievable ability, thought 
it would be a worthy event as there were more than eighty members of the 
Wonthaggi Club who were fairly regular golfers.  It was also an opportunity to 
honour Hugh who became a member in 1938 and was also a life member of 
the Golf Club.

February 1993 was the inaugural event and some thirty members from each 
club fought out a close contest.  The Golf Club won by a slight margin and 
Ronald Victor-Gordon provided the shield for this occasion.  However, 1994, 
1995 and 1996 has seen the Wonthaggi Club victorious at each contest.

It has been a pleasing feature that Hugh was present on these occasions.  Sadly, 
he is no longer with us as he passed away a couple of weeks after the latest 
battle.

Each year a small profit has been made and a youth sport fund has been set 
up to assist the young people in the area. This fund has been called ‘The Hugh 
Morrison Youth Sport Award’ so Hugh’s name will live on for many years to 
come.

This event was a great occasion for members of both clubs to participate in a 

VERY pleasant Sunday morning’outing.
Unfortunately, due to 
lack of golfing members 
from the Club, it lapsed in 
2005.

 (Hugh Morrison - 
born April 30, 1904, died 
April 5, 1996)

 Placing the first $1 
coin in a Gaming Machine 
14.12.1994
Left to Right: Ray Potter 
(Manager) Mr. Hughie 
Morrison and David Kent 
(President)  



At the December 1996 committee meeting, it was decided to revert to the 
original concept of introducing new members (that is, on a monthly basis 
instead of yearly intakes). This was done because the “New Members’ Nights”, 
which had been held in September for many years, have been poorly attended 
in recent times.

The extensive renovations which have taken place in the latter part of 1996 
have now provided members with a Club of which they should be justifiably 
proud.  I doubt if our founding fathers would have even dreamt of such lav-
ish surroundings in which it is possible to enjoy a convivial drink with fellow 
members.

The early part of 1997 saw the completion of a wonderful asset to members and 
the township of Wonthaggi.

Management, led very capably by Ray Potter and the committee, should be 
congratulated on their foresight and enterprise which has guaranteed a sound 
future for the best club in Australia.  Now we can look forward to the new 
millennium with confidence, knowing that present and future members’ 
comforts are assured.

 Long stalwarts providing exemplary service (Left to Right) Steward Aussie 
Copeland and Secretary Manager Gus Dal Lago



  Enjoying the Club’s environs (Left to Right) unknown, Jack Pitts and Chas 
Hollins

Extract from: “The Powlett Express & Victorian State Coalfield Advertiser”,  
Wonthaggi, Friday April 5, 1929

The WONTHAGGI CLUB — NEW PREMISES OPENED
With splendid visions of the future and respect to the comfort of members, 
the committee of The Wonthaggi Club has just completed a block of buildings 
which are at once a credit to their enterprise and a decided acquisition to the 
ornamentation of the town.

The original weatherboard structure which did duty for so many years was 
so badly damaged by fires last year as to be beyond repair. The problem of a 
new erection was a difficult, but evidently, not an insuperable one. Designs 
were called for and that submitted by Drummond and Gawler, architects of 
Melbourne, approved. Tenders brought good competition and that of A. J. 
Frongerud’s of Graham Street, Wonthaggi at £5,600 was accepted. The plans 
provided for two fine shops and office on the frontage and these are now 



accepted as amongst the finest in the town. The parapet is ornate, especially 
that portion over the entrance to the Club. There were no lacking applicants to 
rent the shops, which were eventually leased to Knight’s, the “nothing above 
2/6 firm”, and Mr. E. Snell, draper. The office, which is just about ready, will be 
occupied by Mr. W. E. Brunt, solicitor. 

  Front Facade of the Club as it is today.

Entering the Club portion of the building, the visitor is stuck with the fine 
hall nicely finished in white plaster. Then comes the lounge, a roomy and 
comfortable adjunct, where members may rest as they wish.  Next is a spacious 



and lofty room wherein functions may be held and in this regard the provision 
of a folding partition gives the opportunity of dividing the room in two.  On the 
left is the committee and reading rooms, both cosy and comfortable.  The bar 
is much more spacious than the old one and is designed to ensure a maximum 
of service with a minimum of trouble.  The storeroom, too, is spacious and 
conveniently fitted. The billiard room (two tables) is well designed and lighted 
and cueists will have nothing to complain of.  Three smaller rooms are provided 
wherein members may pass away an idle hour pleasantly with their friends.  The 
sanitary and lavatory arrangements are in keeping with the rest of the design 
and one provision which must be appreciated is a large tank wherein water 
from the wide area of roof will be retained and become available as required

for many purposes. In each of the various rooms, excepting  the reception one, 
where a roomy fireplace is artistically placed and finished in firebrick, electric 
radiators are available for the winter and in most of the room, electric fans for 
the summer.

Not the least pleasing feature is the flooring.  This is of jarrah throughout and 
in common with the brick and other woodwork is a decided example of the 
capabilities of the tradesmen employed.  The front of the building underneath 
the cantilever verandah is tiled and the entrances are laid down in white tiling 
with marble steps and binding, adding considerably to the effectiveness of the 
whole.  The completion of the building is an emphatic answer to the croakers 
who have been so loud in protestation that Wonthaggi is doomed.  We join 
with the committee of the Club in saying that deeds are a truer indication of 
faith than words.  The official opening of the Club took place on Wednesday, 
March 27.

  From the plans “New premises 1928”.



MR GEO. FALLON OFFICIALLY OPENS
WONTHAGGI CLUB

At 4 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon, the members of the Wonthaggi Club 
assembled at the Club to be present at the official opening ceremony which 
was performed by the Club’s president, Mr Geo. Falloon.

There was a large attendance of members and a very enjoyable afternoon was 
spent.  In opening the proceedings the toast of “The King” was honoured. 
Songs were rendered by Messrs. C. Evans, E. Snell and J. McLiesh.  A violin 
solo was also rendered by Mr G. Lees.

The secretary, Mr E.R. Field, then read the apologies from the Hon. S.M. Bruce, 
P.C., Mr. Wm Tyner, M.L.C., the Rev. King and Messrs Chandler, Don Cameron, 
Hungerford, L.S. Taylor, J. Cameron, W.C. Easton, J. Allan and Senior Constable 
Slater.

The president (Mr G. Falloon) said he had much pleasure in presiding over a 
function to which he and other members had looked forward to for some 17 or 
18 years.  Touching on the history of the past when Dr. Sleeman presided over 
a meeting in the Powlett Hotel as it was in those days, we gaily and without a 
thought of the morrow signed a joint and several.  The bank in those days was a 
more favourable institution than it is in these days.  In order to get money from 
the bank in those days all you had to do was put your name on a blank sheet of 
paper and say you wanted 500 and you got 500.  In these days it is a different 
proposition.  The bank want security and all manner of things.  In those days 
you got 200 with the stroke of a pen.  Unfortunately to relate, several other so 
called clubs followed the establishment of our club, but fortunately they are 
in the past. 

There were, at one time, a dozen or so clubs in the town. On February 13, 
1911, a meeting in the Powlett Hostel at which were present some of the 
gentlemen who are here now when it was resolved that the club known as 
The Wonthaggi Club should be formed and office-bearers should be appointed 
to carry out the aims and objects of the meeting, and it’s first members were 
Messrs McPherson, Campbell, Richmond, McKenzie and Falloon.  Dr. Sleeman 
was elected president. Since 1911, the club has prospered and almost from 
its inception has enjoyed a period of relative prosperity.  It was established 
ultimately in accordance with the decision of that meeting for the purpose of  
providing accommodation and entertainment for its members and their guests 
and also to promote social intercourse between them.

It has been exemplified that the club has satisfactorily performed these 



functions. The building we are housed in now is irrefutable evidence that the 
members have loyally supported their club and that the committees appointed 
have so safeguarded the finances that the building at the present time is an 
accomplished fact. The present building has not been brought to fruition 
without very anxious thought on the part of those entrusted with the Club’s 
financial affairs. The members of the committee have conscientiously carried 
out their duties and the fact that we have such a representative number of 
members shows that the Wonthaggi Club and the representative people of 
Wonthaggi consider that Wonthaggi is here not only for today and tomorrow 
but for a considerable time to come. 

In Wonthaggi we have a democratic community, and in the Wonthaggi Club 
we have the most conservative body of that democracy.  The Club has had 
since its establishment three presidents, Dr. Sleeman, Mr. Connant and myself.  
Dr. Sleeman was our first president.  He occupied the position with very 
considerable advantage to the Club and very considerable credit to himself 
for seven or eight years.  Dr. Sleeman, as the initial president of the Club, set 
a very high standard very hard to keep.  He has set a standard not only for the 
president but for committee that has enabled the objects that those callow 
youths had in mind in 1911 when they casually met for the purpose of forming 
a club in Wonthaggi.

There was a period in the financial affairs of the Club when we were not in 
the calm seas we are in today with a debt of four or five thousand and not 
worrying, but were owing 2,000 and worried about it.  There were some 20 or 
30 members at the time who thought they had cause to worry and that it was 
time we liquidated.  A levy was made on the members; we have a book here 
which is going to be preserved in the archives of the members who were in the 
levy, and the first name was Natius Gannon.  Natius was an annoyance to the 
first president, Dr. Sleeman, when he wanted brick walls.  He was fortunate 
enough to succeed to the presidential chair at a time when finances of the 
Club were relatively stable and our thoughts were directed to the erection of a 
building such as we are housed in today.  The members on their part, loyally 
supported the Club and committee on their part loyally conserved the finances.  
All the profits we could make were made.  We cut down the drinks and put up 
the prices and did everything we could to annoy the members.

The building we have today is evidence that the committee did not waste the 
funds and at last we are able to provide you with a building that those youths 
had in mind to achieve.  They had the view in 1911 that sometime ultimately 
they would have a Club in which their objects could be carried out.  These 
objects have been kept prominently in view by committee after committee that 



has been selected by the members and the present position is that Wonthaggi 
has a Club of which it can be proud.  It is a Club that is equal to any other 
Club outside the metropolitan and equal or superior to many Clubs within the 
metropolitan area.  The committee, of course, is now faced with the problem 
of giving effect to those objects for which the Club was formed in the first 
place.  The committee will certainly not lose sight of its responsibilities and 
will immediately put forward a syllabus of what it proposes to do in the next six 
months to promote intercourse between members and guests.

Before resuming his seat, the president asked all members to rise and drink 
with him this toast, “The day we celebrate the opening of the new premises of 
the Wonthaggi Club”.

Dr. Sleeman, after proposing the toast of the “Architect” expressed appreciation 
of the remarks of the president regarding the old club and how it started.  It 
started as he said it did and as far as capital was concerned, we had none.  We 
relied upon one another and we still rely upon one another.  The Club which 
was started at that time and in that way has grown to what it is now and the 
Wonthaggi Club is now such a Club that the residents of Wonthaggi deem it 
a desirable place for them.  He was particularly glad to know it had grown to 
such an extent as it has, and he hoped that even now that it has reached the 
stage it has, the members will remember the objects for which it was originally 
formed.

Mr. McKenzie, M.L.A., in proposing the toast of “Builder of the Club” said he 
felt the need of a building into which he could bring his friends and not be 
ashamed of it, a building in which at times we could get away from our home 
and our business, a place in which to meet our fellows to know them better and 
to have that social intercourse which makes such a big part in our lives, and 
we are fortunate that we have it in such a building as this.  The building and 
the work that has been put into it, has been carried out by Mr. Frongerud, and 
with him, foreman Mr. Kidd.  Mr. Frongerud has been instrumental in raising 
quite a number of public buildings in Wonthaggi, a great number of them have 
been built by him.  The schools and a great number of public buildings here, 
Mr. Frongerud has built them and they stand as a monument to him.  Trusting 
he will be with us for a good long while yet and give universal satisfaction.  He 
puts good, honest and faithful work into his jobs and that is all you can expect 
of the contractor.

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. McLiesh gave a song.

In reply, Mr. Frongerud, the builder of the Club, said he thanked the president, 
Mr McKenzie, for the nice remarks that have been made about the building.  



He endeavoured to follow the architect’s ideas with sincerity because in Messrs 
Gawler and Drummond, the Club had architects with whom it was a pleasure 
to work, and in this work on the Wonthaggi Club, a little sentiment came in.  
Anyhow, it has been a pleasure to work for architects like Messrs Gawler and 
Drummond.  A contractor is essentially a man who sets himself to carry out 
the work he set out to do, but not only that, he has to carry out that work 
with experience and a great deal of intelligence.  He has to get the architect’s 
ideas whatever they may be. He has been fortunate for many years to have 
as an assistant, Mr. Kidd.  He has been more than a foreman to him, he has 
been his very good friend for the past 16 years and the work we have carried 
out together amounted to some capital.  He had great assistance especially in 
connection with this Club and he would especially mention his manager, Mr. 
Neilson.  You will remember that you were surprised at the low price when you 
got your tenders and for this he had to thank Mr. Neilson and Mr. Kidd for the 
very great assistance they gave him.

Mr. Kidd also briefly replied and thanked the president and Mr. Frongerud for 
their kind remarks.

Mr. McKenzie, in submitting the toast of the “President and Secretary”, said 
the president is too modest when he had the floor to give himself the due 
appreciation which we feel is due to him on account of the Club.  It would be 
rather ungracious on our part if we did not include with him the toast of the 
secretary.  He has done a great deal of work on the part of the Club.

The Secretary, Mr E. R. Field, suitably replied to the toast.



ADDENDUM 1998 – 2011
BY CURRENT PRESIDENT ALAN BOLDING

MEMBERSHIP
6 monthly intakes of Members introduced October, 1999 – January & July.

Honorary Membership to suitable people by Board.

1999 – Access to Members’ Bar by swiping card.

1999 – Cheese & biscuits removed.

1999 – Members’ computer first suggested by Bob Evans.

2000 – Alan Bolding first suggested Colonial Stadium Membership.

2000 – Access One Membership purchased.

2001 – Members’ Loyalty system to be introduced.

2002 – OHS Sub Committee formed.

2003 – Membership numbers 1-10 to be retained for Life Members via   
  natural  attrition.

SPECIAL EVENTS
2001 – Inaugural RVG Golf Day.  In memory of Ronald Victor-Gordon, who was 
  an ardent but not very successful golfer (passed away 25.05.2001).  
  This event was always played on a 9 hole course & enabled Members 
  of various abilities to enjoy a great day & remember a great man.

2004 – On the 23rd February the Club caters for Prime Minister, John   

  Howard at Wattle Bank.    Rob Tuddenham Chef.

2004 – Inaugural Keith Kidd Bowls Day 50 players.  Winners Hugh Grieve,  
  Aldo Sartori, Don Thompson, Leo Tessari.

November, 2005 – Grand Opening Ball.  Drinks upstairs. Ball in the Function  
  Room.

February, 2006  – First Club Fishing Competition. Ian Kent Club Champion.

January, 2007    – WWCC Bingo commenced at the Club.

January, 2008    – 100 Club started by John Fleming.



BOARD
A.G.M. 2000 Change to 2 year terms.  President + 4,  Vice President, Treasurer 
+3.

Club A.G.M. changed from August to September to allow financials to be 
completed.  Special Meeting April, 2001.

April, 2001 – Kit Franceswilliams elected to Board to replace D. Kent.  Kit’s 
life ended tragically on 14th September, 2009 when he was killed in a single 
vehicle incident. 

Long time Board Member (ex Vice President) Ron Victor-Gordon passed away 
25/5/2001 the RVG Golf Day named in his honour in 2001.

September, 2003 – Les Brewer elected to Board.

January, 2007 – John Owen re-elected President after Boyd Welford resigns.

September, 2008 – Vin Tuddenham leaves Board after 26 years.

SMOKING BAN
May, 2000 – Moved D. Kent & B. McKenzie (both smokers) that smoking be 
banned in Restaurant of the Club as from 1/7/2000.  Bistro to be smoke free 
by 1/7/2001.

December, 2001 – Smoking banned in service areas (tiled areas) to protect 
employees.

BY LAW 8
November, 2003 – First discussion to relax (By-Law8) after 8pm Wednesday & 
Friday and from 7pm all other days.  

Special Meeting called for Tuesday 16th February, 2004 at 7.30pm.

February, 2004 – By Law 8 abolished.  Vote 6 – 4.

GAMING
February, 2003 – Loss of 4 EGM’s under regional cap.

August, 2004 – P.I.F.C. agreed offer for transfer of 16 E.G.M’s to Club.

February, 2005 – Agreement signed with P.I.F.C. for gaming machine transfer 
& sponsorship.



June, 2005 – Approval from Council for 12 E.G.M’s from P.I.F.C.

December, 2005 – 12 E.G.M’s from P.I.F.C. installed.

2001 - Members’ Loyalty system introduced.

2002 - OHS Sub Committee formed.

2003 - Membership numbers 1-10 to be retained for Life Members via natural 
attrition.
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Can you remember when?



The  Wonthaggi  Club



DR. L. O. SLEEMAN, President. G. N. HEYWARD, Esq., Vice President

COMMITTEE :

R. V. McPherson, Esq. D. C. McKenzie, Esq.

C. Campbell, Esq. J. A. Richmond, Esq.

W. J. Hamilton, Esq. G. M. Falloon, Esq.

          G. MAXFIELD, Hon. Sec.

 Sir,

  You are invited to become a foundation member

of  THE  WONTHAGGI  CLUB.

  Should you so desire, it will be nessary to forward

me a cheque for £         :          :        before the 13th March, 1911.

After that date an additional fee of £       :       :       will be

charged as an entrance fee,

   I  am,  yours  faithfully,

      Gordon Maxfield,

     Hon. Sec.

P.S. — A General Meeting will be held at Allen’s Hostel,

at  8  o’clock  p.m.  on  Thursday,  2nd  March,  1911.




