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The Wonthaggi Club 

 

President’s Report 2023 

 

Another year has passed and after 13 years in the chair they seem to be going faster. With a 

full year of normal trading, we have had a very successful year with a profit of $104,531, Mr 

Scott will give more details in the Treasurer’s report. Our Executive Chef retired during the 

year, thanks to Rakesh for getting us through some turbulent times, we wish him well in his 

new career.  Following this we appointed a Head Chef for each Venue throughout the year, 

welcome Rob Stenson to the role at McBride, and congratulations to Tim Beveridge now in 

the top job at The Clubhouse. 

Our relationship with the Wonthaggi Golf Club is still strong, with the Golf Club members 

voting to pursue an amalgamation of the two clubs. A dedicated sub committee made up of 

members of both clubs continue to work towards making this happen.  

The Club continues our relationship with the Mercury Group who will continue to help us 

with our gaming, marketing and promotions. Some of our Directors and staff were able to 

attend the Mercury tours to Brisbane and Sydney this year and learnt a lot about future 

innovations in our industry. 

Socially active again the Club continues to provide activities to our members, once again 

Christmas lunch was a huge success with members and their families enjoying some great 

food. The 100 Club gala night was held at The Clubhouse and a great evening was had with 

lots of laughter, activities and some taking home a slice of the profits. Lots of band nights 

were held across both venues and the six-ounce lunches started up again. 

This year The Club has made cash and in-kind donations exceeding $55,000, as well as 

member benefits of $250,000. In addition to the donated use of the bus, the marquee and 

our participation in and coordination of community events.  Major donations went to 

Wonthaggi Power Football & Netball Club, Wonthaggi Club Cricket Club, Kilcunda Bass 

Football Netball Club, Dalyston Football Netball Club, Wonthaggi Bowls Club, Loch Bowls 

Club, Wonthaggi Rotary, Wonthaggi Citizen’s Band, Wonthaggi Pony Club and the Bass Coast 

Breakers women’s football team.  

Membership has grown to 3,710 members including 700 effective members. 

I would at this time like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Club to thank retiring Board 

member and Vice President, Aldo Sartori. Aldo is a Club life member and has been on the 

Board for 17 years. He has been a huge help to me as my Vice President always having my 

back and offering words of wisdom where needed. Thank you Aldo. 



 

 

Sadly we said farewell to effective members Mrs Wendy Adams, Mr John Alcock, Ms Ketha Bird, 

Mr Aldo Brusamarello, Mrs Elizabeth Cargill, Mr Angelo Chiodo, Mr Garry Clarkson, Mrs Joan 

Clarkson, Mr Eric Cross, Mr William Finlay, Mrs Dorothy Fitzgerald, Mr Kevin Hales, Mrs Dorothy 

Hitchings, Mr Graham Jackson, Mr Geoffery Jeremiah, Mr Philip Kinniff, Mr William Finlay, Mr Denis 

Stanes and Mr Peter Tjepkema. These members will be missed and our condolences go to their 

loved ones. A huge loss to the Club this year was the passing of John Hedley. John was a life 

member, former board member and Club President and held the number 1 membership 

number. Always available to tell a joke or offer some sound advice, we will all miss you John 

pa. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our board of directors, thank you for your time 

and commitment to our Club. Thank you to our management team, Steve, Bree, Rob, Rocky, 

Mel, Liam, Craig, Anthea and Tim. Also, thank you to Lara for her attendance at the board 

meetings and her assistance to my role as president and the rest of our great staff for your 

dedication and effort during the past 12 months. 

 

Alan Bolding  

 

 

President – The Wonthaggi Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Wonthaggi Club 

 

Treasurer’s Report 2023 

 

 

On behalf of the Wonthaggi Club, I present the financial report for the year ended 30th June 

2023. The full audited report is attached. 

It was exciting to finally get through the Covid situation and trade relatively freely for a full 

financial year. The Hospitality Industry was one of the hardest industries hit during this time 

and it is a credit to Steve and his Team for leading us out to the other side 

To this point, I am excited to announce a trading profit of $104,531 – Our best result for 

many years, even pre Covid times – Gaming Revenue again increased as well as revenue 

generated across both venues Bistro and Bar areas. We welcomed Craig Robb as the Venue 

Manager of The Clubhouse and Rocky Rinaldi back to McBride as Venue Manager and with 

the help of Manager Steve’s tutelage, both Craig & Rocky have done an excellent job in 

implementing many new initiatives throughout the year. 

It is impossible to compare year on year figures purely due to the affect that the Pandemic 

had on our Business in the previous financial year. Our revenue exceeded $10m for the first 

time (up 35% on the previous year) which is very pleasing. We are hoping that this will 

continue as we continue to strive to be the towns premier entertainment venues 

Throughout the year we diversified some of our strategies and purchased 2 Residential 

Properties in McKenzie Street, which are currently being rented out and will provide us 

options going forward 

Again, we have consolidated our relationship with the Wonthaggi Golf Club, with an in 

principal agreement to merge recently agreed upon by both Clubs. We thank all of our 

Members for entrusting us with this major decision to shape our future going forward 

The Wonthaggi Club continues to be heavily involved and connected with our Community. 

We have generously donated to various Sporting Clubs and Groups throughout the year, 

exceeding $55,000. We are now the Major Sponsors of many organisations, including the 

Wonthaggi Power Football Netball Club, Wonthaggi Club Cricket Club, Wonthaggi Citizens 

Band, Wonthaggi Breakers and Wonthaggi Pony Club and we look forward to continuing 

these relationships well into the future. We also thank all of these Clubs members for their 

ongoing patronage during the year 



 

 

As well as being heavily invested within our Community, we are also very focussed on 

providing our Members with the best value for money experience that they can obtain. 

Over the course of the year, we have provided almost $250,000 in Members Promotions 

and Discounts, as well as nearly $125,000 in Members Entertainment. This all forms part of 

our Strategic Planning, to be the best Venues for our Members as well as Visitors, holidaying 

to the area 

Our staff have again done a wonderful job, led again by our Manager Steve. Whilst Covid 

might well be over, it is harder than ever to get good staff into the Industry and Steve and 

his Team have done an excellent job, ensuring that staffing levels have remained adequate 

for the business to operate. I would like to thank personally thank Steve for all of his help 

and assistance throughout the year, along with the Admin Staff of Bree, Trudy & Lara who 

also make our positions as Directors so much easier 

 

We appreciate your ongoing patronage and support and look forward to the exciting 12 

months ahead 

  

Michael Scott     

 

Treasurer    - The Wonthaggi Club 

 


















































